400   WIVES  OF   HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
Rome had raised, and Gardiner and Chapuys,
during the spring of 1542, were in almost daily
confabulation in a quiet house in the fields at
Stepney.1 In June the imperial ambassador
made a hasty visit to Flanders to submit the
English terms for an alliance to the Queen Regent.
Henry's conditions in appearance were hard, for
by going to war with France he would, he said,
lose the great yearly tribute he received from that
country; but Charles and his sister knew how to
manage him, and were not troubled with scruples
as to keeping promises. So, to begin with, the
commercial question that had so long been rank-
ling, was now rapidly settled, and the relations daily
grew more cordial. Henry had agents in Germany
and Flanders ordering munitions of war and making
secret compacts with mercenary captains; he was
actively reinforcing his own garrisons and castles,
organising a fine fleet, collecting vast fresh sums of
money from his groaning subjects, and in every
way preparing himself to be an ally worth purchase
by the Emperor at a high price.
In July 1542 the French simultaneously attacked
,the imperial territory in four distinct directions;
and Henry summoned the ambassadors of Charles
and Francis to Windsor to tell them that, as war
was so near him, he must raise men for his defence,
especially towards Scotland ; but meant no menace
to either of the Continental powers. Chapuys
had already been assured that the comedy was
1 In his account of these and similar interviews Chapuys dwells much
upon Gardiner's anxiety to adopt the best course to induce Henry to enter
into the agreement. He begged the imperial ambassador not to rub the
King- the wrong way by dwelling upon the advantage to accrue to England
from the alliance* (Spanish Calendar-, voU 6, part 2.)